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Criminal background checks have now become ubiquitous because 
of advances in information technology and growing concerns about 
employer liability. Also, a large number of individual criminal records 
have accumulated and have been computerized in state repositories and 
commercial databases. As a result, many ex-offenders seeking employ-
ment could be haunted by a stale record. Recidivism probability 
declines with time "clean," so some point in time is reached when a 
person with a criminal record, who remained free of further contact 
with the criminal justice system, is of no greater risk than a counterpart 
of the same age—an indication of redemption from the mark of crime. 
Very little information exists on this measure of time until redemption 
and on how its value varies with the crime type and the offender's age 
at the time of the earlier event. Using data from a state criminal-history 
repository, we estimate the declining hazard of rearrest with time clean. 
We first estimate a point of redemption as the time when the hazard 
intersects the age—crime curve, which represents the arrest risk for the 
general population of the same age. We also estimate another similar 
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complicated, however, because one must examine the record over an 
appreciably longer period of time. In recidivism studies, it is usually suffi-
cient to track individuals for as short as 5 years, because the large majority 
of individuals who will recidivate will do so within the first several years 
(e.g., Beck and Shipley, 1997; Langan and Levin, 2002). However, the esti-
mation of T*  and T, particularly as a function of A1  and C1, requires 
observation over a much longer interval, long enough for the recidivism 
probability to become small enough. This process requires larger initial 
samples than those used in past studies (Kurlychek, Brame, and Bushway, 
2006, 2007) so that we can estimate the recidivism probability with suffi-
cient precision after most of any initial cohort has already recidivated. 

RESEARCH APPROACHES AND RESULTS 

This section first introduces the data used in the analysis to estimate 
hazard. It then describes the hazard estimation procedure. Next, an 
approach to comparing redemption candidates with the general popula-
tion and the resulting estimates of T*  are discussed. Then, an approach to 
comparing redemption candidates with those who have never been 
arrested and the resulting estimates of T**  are discussed. 

Our research approach requires starting with criminal-history records 
initiated long enough ago that we can be confident that after having been 
free and clean of arrests, the individuals with those records have a low 
residual risk of recidivism. On the other hand, we would like records from 
a time when the computerization of rap-sheet information was sufficiently 
advanced so that the computer records would provide an appropriate sam-
ple. Thus, we contacted the criminal-history repository in New York State 
asking for a sample of individuals arrested for the first time as adults in 
1980. This information provided an interval of 27 years to follow the indi-
viduals and assess their recidivism probabilities. It also provided a large 
enough population to disaggregate into a reasonable number of interesting 
crime types and age at first arrest and still have an adequate number of 
individuals who have remained clean of crime 10, 20, and even 25 years 
later. 
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